LOWCA PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on Tuesday 13th January 2026 
at 7.30pm in Lowca Village Hall. 
Present: Councillors K Thinnesen, T Milligan, B. Ennis, H Thinnesen, and J Morgan (Clerk)
Also Present:  Mrs Ishbel Cooke
The meeting was declared open at 7.30pm
97/25 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M Branney, A Stamper and M Hetherington and from Cumberland Cllr G Troughton
98/25 Declarations of interest – There were none.
99/25 Minutes 
On the motion of Cllr T Milligan, seconded by Cllr K Thinnesen, the minutes of the meeting held 11th November 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.

100/25 Co-option of new Council Member
Mrs I Cooke introduced herself and gave a brief resume of her working experience and background.  It was felt that her many skills would make her a good member of the Parish Council and on the proposal of Cllr K Thinnesen, seconded by Cllr B Ennis it was unanimously resolved that she be co-opted with immediate effect.  Mrs Cooke then signed her declaration of acceptance of office and completed the pecuniary interest forms.

101/25 Public Participation - None.
102/25 Police Matters – The Constabulary newsletter had been circulated via email.
It was reported that a window had been smashed at the Village Hall and the perpetrators had been identified from CCTV footage and would pay for the repair.  Cllr Ennis reported that a window had been smashed in a local house and the police had been informed.
102/25 Matters concerning Cumberland Councillor
The Clerk read emails from Cllr Troughton outlining her reasons for not being able to attend the meetings of the Parish Council and stating that she was hoping to discover why the top road to Harrington had not been gritted despite assurances given to her that it would be added to the list for the current year.  
The Clerk was asked to raise all of the outstanding highways issues with Cumberland Council via their website and to request a copy of the planning officer’s report submitted to the planning committee ahead of the granting of permission for the extension to the Blomfield’s site.
It was noted that at the planning meeting both the solicitor acting for Blomfields and the Cumberland Council’s solicitor had confirmed that Stamford Hill belongs to Cumberland Council.
103/25 Play Park Update
The Chairman reported that Josh McAllister MP had requested a written update on the funding for the Play Park and had offered to attempt to secure the remaining money needed by July 2026.  £17,000 had been requested which would allow for making the park accessible to everyone.      Cllr Ennis thanked Cllr K Thinnesen for her hard work in finding funding for this project.
Cllr Ennis agreed to contact former Clerk Mr Milner for details of bank account signatories as there is a need for the mandate to be altered.

103/25 Millennium Garden Update
Coombe and Sharpe had completed all the work, and the invoice was passed for payment.
104/25 War and Miners’ Memorial Update
An email with attachments from a member of the public was read in full and discussed.  
Cllr Milligan requested that the following statement be minuted:
“I went to the War Memorial on the day after our meeting (15th October 2025 Ref 74/25) to see what the fuss was about.  There was no plaque present on the seat.  There is a rust patch where it was.  Rust behind the plaque has forced it off.  I looked in the area but it was not to be found. Neither I nor any other parish councillor has removed the plaque so if people got their facts right no false accusations would be made.”
Regarding land ownership, the following was confirmed by Cumberland Council officers:
The landowners are Cumberland Council and it is leased from CC by Lowca Parish Council.  The current lease is for 25 years and expires on 21st August 2037.  Lowca Parish Council is custodian of the War Memorial and has been continuously since 1966.
In response to a question about the Remembrance Service it was confirmed that the service has always been and will always be open to the public and all are welcome to attend.
A photograph of the proposed Phase II upgrade to the War Memorial surroundings from 2016 was lodged with the clerk for safe keeping.
Council was informed that one member of the public has been in touch with the Imperial War Museum regarding the additional two names for the War Memorial.  
105/25 Report from Village Hall Committee
The invoice for Parish Council meetings had been paid in full.
A £2,000 grant would be used to fix a leak in the roof.  
106/25 Defibrillator
No reply from Electricity North West re a request to house a defibrillator on the exterior of the electricity substation on Vale View, Lowca – Clerk to write again.
It was noted that defibrillators can be attached to operational streetlights, permission would be needed from Cumberland Council if this route was to be taken.
107/25 Parish Council Facebook Account
This was considered and resolved that an information only account be set up, admins to be Cllrs K Thinnesen, M Branney and I Cooke.
108/25 Clerk’s Report
Nothing additional this month.
109/25 Accounts for Payment	

To be paid in January	
Clerk’s Account					278.15
HMRC PAYE				 		  61.20



110/25 Councillor reports 
1. There was discussion of the Christmas Tree which had been donated and concreted into a half beer barrel and fenced.  The barrel would be used as a flower container during the summer months.  Noted, no planning permission was needed.
2. It was reported that all three gates to the toddlers’ play area adjacent to the village hall were being left open.  The fencing and gates are for the safety of children and all have ‘Keep Shut’ notices attached to them.  Public to be asked, via the Parish Council Facebook page, to ensure that the gates are kept closed at all times.  Cllr Ennis to ask Coombe and Sharpe for advice re gate closures.
3. On the proposal of Cllr K Thinnesen, seconded by Cllr B Ennis, it was agreed that a new start time for Parish Council meetings of 6.30pm be trialled, commencing with the February meeting.
111/25 Correspondence  
Two temporary closure notes and one proposed raised traffic proposal had been received.
112/25 Planning 
Listed building consent for the addition of two names to Lowca War Memorial, junction with West Croft Terrace High Lowca – no observations or objections.
Under the Town and Country Planning (development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 Notice under article 13 of application for planning permission was also served on the Parish Council in relation to the above application.
Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 6.30pm. 
*** Please note new start time ****
The meeting closed at 8.47pm

Signed____________________________ Chairman      Date ____________________
