LOWCA PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 
at 6.30pm in Lowca Village Hall. 
Present: Councillors T Milligan, B. Ennis, I Cooke, M Hetherington, M Branney and A Stamper, and J Morgan (Clerk)

The meeting was declared open at 6.30pm.  Cllr B Ennis in the Chair.
129/25 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr K Thinnesen and from Cumberland Cllr G Troughton
130/25 Declarations of interest – There were none.
131/25 Minutes 
On the motion of Cllr T Milligan, seconded by Cllr M Hetherington, the minutes of the meeting held 10th February 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record.

132/25 Matters arising from the minutes, not covered on the agenda.
1.  It was noted that the surface of Stamford Hill had improved, although it was being used temporarily by Blomfields’ waggons.
2. The Clerk had arranged for the outstanding payment of VAT to be made to Coombe and Sharpe and apologised for the oversight.

133/25 Public Participation
No members of the public were present.

134/25 Police Matters – The Constabulary newsletter had been circulated via email.

135/25 Matters concerning Cumberland Councillor
An email from Cllr Troughton was read, regarding a number of issues which she had addressed, one of which was the sporadic emptying of domestic bins on West Croft, and to a lesser extent on East Croft too.  A member of the public had complained to Cllr Troughton and to the Parish Council about this issue and both had attempted to resolve the matter.  Cllr Cooke offered to liaise with the Environmental Health dept and with local residents to try to find a solution.
136/25 Play Park Update
Cllr Branney had passed information about the Nuclear Industry Benevolent Fund’s Community Grant Scheme to Cllr K Thinnesen.
Cllr Cooke offered to contact Cllr T Thinnesen to discuss other funding options. 
137/25 Millennium Garden Update
Nothing new to report at this meeting.
138/25 War and Miners’ Memorial Update
Cllr Milligan had discovered that a Pt C Askew and a Pt C Whitehead were commemorated on the Harrington War Memorial but, as the Lowca men were Pt G Askew and Pt G Whitehead, this was not a repetition of names.  The design for the completed inscription had been supplied by the Monumental Mason in Aberdeen and would be forwarded to the relevant bodies for approval.  It was felt that some progress had been made since the last meeting although things were still moving very slowly.
139/25 Report from Village Hall Committee
No report this month.
140/25 Defibrillator
Nothing further to report
141/25 Clerk’s Report
Nothing additional this month.
142/25 Accounts for Payment	

To be paid in March	
Clerk’s Account					278.15
HMRC PAYE				 		  61.20

143/25 Councillor reports 
1. There was discussion of the Bus Stop signs that had been painted on the road and in particular the positioning of the one on the main road through the village which is round the corner from the bus shelter.  The Clerk was asked to invite a representative of Stagecoach and of County Highways to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council to address the very real safety concerns of the Parish Council in this regard.
2. It was agreed that the possibility of a road extension which would cross the cyclepath be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
144/25 Correspondence 
A temporary footpath closure notice was received. 
145/25 Planning
 Nothing this month.
Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 6.30pm. 
The meeting closed at 7.11pm

Signed____________________________ Chairman      Date ____________________
