LOWCA PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 
at 6.40pm in Lowca Village Hall. 
Present:  Councillors K Thinnesen, B Ennis, A Stamper, T Milligan, M Hetherington and I Cooke.  Rev’d Judith Morgan and three members of the public were also in attendance.
10/26 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr M Branney.
11/26 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr T Milligan, seconded by Cllr B Ennis the minutes of the meeting held on 14th April 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman.
12/26 Declarations of interest – There were none.
13/26 Co-option of new member to the council.
Ms Jo Mackintosh-Park introduced herself to the council and gave a brief overview of her qualifications and experience.  On the proposal of Cllr Hetherington, seconded by Cllr Stamper, she was unanimously elected to serve as a parish councillor until the next election.  Ms Mackintosh-Park completed her declaration of acceptance of office form, which was countersigned by the clerk as the Proper Officer of the council.

14/26 Public Participation
i. One member of the public wished to inform the Council that he had made a complaint against Cumberland Councillor G Troughton and explained the manner in which he had gone about investigating Cllr Troughton’s past.  He enumerated his concerns and stated that he had made the complaint to the Monitoring Officer and also to Josh McAllister, MP. He intended to involve the Whitehaven News as well, and possibly the local TV news.  He asked that the Parish Council support his complaint. The Clerk explained that the procedure was for him to make his request to the council who would consider it later and make their response.
ii. Two members of the public asked about the green bench at the bottom of Foundry Road and asked whether it would be replaced once the roadworks are completed.  The Chairman replied that it would be put back when the work was finished.
iii. Two members of the public asked whether the level of the road at West Croft, which is currently higher than the pavement, would be reinstated to its original level and expressed concern for an elderly resident who is afraid of falling.  Cllr Hetherington replied that it will be. 

15/26 Police Matters – The constabulary newsletter had been circulated to councillors via email.

16/26 Matters concerning Cumberland Councillor – Nothing new this month.
17/26 Annual Accounts and AGAR form 2025/26
i. The clerk presented the annual accounts and invited questions from councillors.  It was noted that £18.672.95 is ringfenced for refurbishment works to the Play Park.  On the proposal of Cllr Hetherington, seconded by Cllr Stamper, the accounts were formally approved. 
ii. The council considered the AGAR forms and completed them as per current legislation.  The council’s transactions for both income and expenditure are below the £25,000 threshold for the year so qualify for exemption from a full external audit.  The Clerk will send the appropriate paperwork to the external auditors.
18/25 Review of Policy Documents
The following policy documents were reviewed and approved:
i. Standing Orders
ii. Bullying and Harassment Policy
iii. Code of Conduct
iv. Communications Policy
v. Complaints Procedure
vi. Equality and Diversity Policy
vii. Financial Regulations
viii. Freedom of Information Policy
ix. GDPR Policy
x. Health and Safety Policy
xi. Grievance and Disciplinary Policy
xii. Publication Scheme
xiii. Retention of Documents Policy
xiv. Safeguarding Policy
xv. Risk assessment and risk management schedule 2026 – 27
xvi. Risk Management Policy and Protocol

On the proposal of Cllr Ennis, seconded by Cllr Cooke, the policy documents listed above were approved en. bloc.

19/26 Play Park Update
Cllr K Thinnesen reported that a further grant of £20,928 had been awarded with a further £30,000 to come in later, once the project has been started.  Cumberland Council is preparing the tender documents and Cllr Thinnesen would attend a meeting with Julian Smith of Open Spaces on 18th May. 
20/26 Millennium Garden Update
Cllr Hetherington was liaising with Copeland Community Fund for some possible grant aid.
21/26 Platinum Garden Update
The wildflower garden had been completely destroyed by the works to the cyclepath.  The now muddy area will be set with wildflower seeds and the area will be cut back once per year.
Cumberland Cllr G Troughton had attended a site meeting with Mrs R Barwise and representatives of County Highways and the Cycleway.  Village gateway entry signs will be reinstated, and a request was made that the two coal trucks be placed beneath the signs on either side of the road.  Mrs Barwise had been offered compensation for the destruction of the garden.
22/26 Accounts for Payment	
The following accounts were approved for payment:
Rev’d J Morgan – salary and expenses				£278.15
HMRC – PAYE							£  61.20
Mrs G Rudd – internal audit fee					£  40.00
Zurich Insurance							£756.93
	


23/26 War and Miners’ Memorial Update
Cllr Milligan reported that the planning application had finally been approved, having been held up for several months by an objection from an unnamed member of the public who had asserted that the two names were inscribed on memorials elsewhere – this was found to not be the case – and complaining that the middle initials of the two fallen soldiers were not included in the inscription proposed.  Cllr Milligan explained that he had not included the initials as the inscription was costing £60 per letter from public funds. The order would now be placed with the stone masons and it was hoped to hold a small rededication ceremony when the inscription is completed, anticipated to be done in time for the 2026 Remembrance service..  Cllr Milligan had prepared a press release to be sent to the local papers, Clerk to attend to this.  The Press Release would also be placed on the council’s Facebook page. The council wished to record its thank to Cllr Milligan for all the hard work he had put in behind the scenes in making this happen

24/26 Report from Village Hall Committee
An application had been submitted to the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Community Fund for £2,500 to upgrade the security system, but was turned down. 
£19,000 had been awarded by the National Lottery towards upgrading the toilet facilities and it was noted that the Crime Commissioner’s Property Fund will be open for applications in June.
Cllr Ennis asked about the outcome of his request to join the Village Hall Committee and the Chairman answered that it had been declined because it was thought it would cause conflict between members and several members of the Village Hall committee had threatened to resign if Cllr Ennis joined. It was confirmed that three members of the Parish Council currently sit on the committee.
Cllr Ennis then asked when was the last time anyone saw the accounts and how much was the Committee currently earning in lettings, and formally requested a copy of the accounts and the minutes of the committee meetings.
The Chairman replied that there was £13,000 in the bank account on 5th January 2026 and a further £19,000 was expected from the National Lottery shortly.  The Committee currently earns £60/week from lettings, mostly to bands for practice sessions.
The Clerk was asked to write to the Committee requesting a list of committee members including office holders (Secretary, Chairman, Treasurer, Trustees) and an explanation of why Cllr Ennis was refused permission to join the committee.
25/26 Clerk’s Report
1. The Clerk explained that under Assertion 10 legislation, it is now a requirement for the Clerk to have an email linked to a domain name owned by the council, and the website to be non-generic.  The Clerk had registered with Parish Online who will provide a free gov.uk email for the clerk and should be able to link the existing website to a similar suffix. There had been some publishing issues with the website lately, which the clerk hoped to be able to resolve but, if not, Parish Online could provide a new website, for an annual charge.  Parish Councillors will also be required to have gov.uk emails specifically for their PC business in future, and Parish Online can provide those as well, for an annual charge.  The Clerk was asked to look at what was available, with costs, and report to the next meeting.
2. In addition to turning up in person at the meeting, the Member of the Public who had made a complaint against Cllr Troughton had emailed both the clerk and the chairman ahead of the meeting, making the same points.  The council discussed the concerns raised and instructed the Clerk to respond saying that as a council we had raised our own concerns with Cllr Troughton several months ago and since then have had a greatly improved relationship with her, which we are monitoring for the time being.  The Council is not, therefore, in a position to support the complaint.
3. Cllr Stamper proposed setting up regular meetings between the four local Parish Councils to discuss items of mutual concern, for example issues with traffic.  This was thought to be a good idea.
26/26 Councillor reports 
1. Cllr Hetherington reported that she is continuing to liaise with the transport team regarding the site of the new bus stop.
2. The Chairman reported that the dog warden had walked the coastal path and found no problems with dog faeces.  There is a problem further down the path.  No free signage is available.
3. Cllr Cooke asked for an update on the defibrillator.  The Chairman had asked Home Group for a site but there had been no response so far.
4. Cllr Ennis asked the clerk to check the insurance policy to see whether the metal bridge between Parton and Lowca is still included and, if so, to bill Parton for their half of the insurance for it. 
5. Cllr Ennis proposed, seconded by Cllr K Thinnesen, a donation of £100 be made to GNAAS.  This was unanimously approved.
6. Cllr Ennis reported that a machine being used to work on the cyclepath had broken a window in an adjacent house.
7. Cllr Ennis reported that a large refrigerated waggon carrying flowers had been parked overnight beside the Stamfordhill houses and the noisy refrigerator had been running all night causing a disturbance to the residents. Concern was expressed that lorries are arriving and leaving the site during the early hours of the morning, typically between 2 and 3am, outside of the operating hours, and that one waggon parked along the road may well lead to it becoming a lorry park.
27/26 Correspondence 
Notification of a road closure to take place on 11th May had been circulated to all members via email.
28/26 Planning
Nothing this month.
Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 6.30pm. 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm



Signed____________________________ Chairman      Date ____________________
