LOWCA PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on Tuesday 14th July 2026 
at 6.30pm in Lowca Village Hall. 
Present:  Councillors K Thinnesen, B Ennis, T Milligan, M Branney, M Hetherington, J McIntosh-Park and I Cooke. Rev’d Judith Morgan and two members of the public were also in attendance.

45/26 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr A Stamper.
46/26 Declarations of interest – There were none.
47/26 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr K Thinnesen, seconded by Cllr T Milligan the minutes of the meetings of the Parish Council held on 11th May 2026 and 9th June 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman.

48/26 Public Participation
The members of the public raised concerns that Public Footpath no 413012 from Pole Cat Farm, Mill Lonning to the bypass bridge at Howgill is impassible. It was suggested that they contact the Ramblers’ Association, Cllr G Troughton and Mr Geoff Feukes, County Footpaths Officer, for help and advice.  The Chairman agreed to take this up alongside concerns for another footpath in the parish.

One member of the public asked if the council has a contact for the paragliders.  It does not have this information.

49/26 Police Matters – The constabulary newsletter had been circulated to councillors via email.

50/26 Matters arising from the Minutes not included on the Agenda – There were none.

51/26 Matters concerning Cumberland Councillor 
Cllr Branney explained that the Christmas trees at Bransty were living trees which had been planted and were wired in to lampposts for electricity supply to the Christmas lights.  The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Troughton to see whether something similar could be done for Lowca.

52/26 Play Park Update 
The Chairman reported that a survey had been done with the school children.  
The Fun Day was coming up, and the ticket price had been reduced. The main costs were for security, and it was not yet decided how much security would be needed.
53/26 Millennium Garden Update
Cllr Hetherington is to do some measurements to ensure that nothing exceeds the current height of equipment etc.   If it goes above that, planning permission will be needed.  A community garden could be incorporated into the top corner.
The Chairman has advertised on the ‘Together for Good’ site at Sellafield for various forms of assistance.
The Village Hall Committee is to pay to have the hedges cut back and the area weeded.


54/26 War and Miners’ Memorial Update
i. Cllr Milligan is to ensure that the monumental masons know which side of the War Memorial is the north side, for the inscriptions to be added.
ii. Cllr Milligan informed the council that he has the coal truck for the Miners’ Memorial and, on the proposal of Cllr Ennis, seconded by Cllr Hetherington it was resolved that the chairman ask whether Sellafield apprentices could add a bottom to the truck and make good the sides. A time capsule will be added to the foundations as well.

55/26 Report from Village Hall Committee

The Coast and Community Panel had awarded £5,000 towards the cost of upgrading the toilet facilities, which brings the total raised to £24,000.
The Clerk explained that a Custodian Trustee has no power but is simply a name on the deeds of the Village Hall.
There had been no progress on the In-post Parcels locker since the last meeting. 

56/26 Defibrillator:  
Cllr Mcintosh-Park had been unable to make any progress with Home Group who had indicated concerns about land rights around Lowca.
Cllr Ennis is to identify a Cumberland Council owned lamppost to ask Cumberland Cllr Troughton to take it forward as a possible housing for a new defibrillator. The Chairman offered to get the numbers of the lampposts on Fell View and East Road which are owned by Cumberland Council.
It was agreed that Cllr Ennis should approach the owners of the old chapel to see if a defibrillator might be attached to an outside wall there.

57/26 Lowca Lowdown
The Clerk presented a draft copy of the Summer 2026 version, which was approved with some amendments.  Clerk to ensure this is sent for print, and a member of the council will collect the finished copies from the printer. Councillors to arrange distribution amongst themselves. 
The following timetable for future editions was agreed:
Spring – print for March meeting
Summer – print for May meeting
Christmas – print for October meeting.

58/26 Clerk’s Report
1. The Clerk reported the new website and email addresses for all councillors had been ordered as instructed last meeting, and the website was expected to be up and running shortly.
2. The clerk had written to Parton Clerk regarding the unpaid portion of the insurance for the Lowca/Parton footbridge and had been assured that a payment would be authorised at the next meeting of Parton Parish Council. 50% is £142.00 and this is owed for the last three years.






59/26 Financial matters
i. Accounts for Payment	
The following accounts were approved for payment:
Rev’d J Morgan – salary and expenses				£278.15
HMRC – PAYE							£  61.20

ii. Bank Signatories
     The clerk had discovered that the mandate forms authorising the four people previously named in the minutes, had never been actioned by the bank.  The current signatories are Brian Ennis, Marjorie Rayson Moore and Mary Catherine Oliver.

After discussion, and on the proposal of Cllr T Milligan, seconded by Cllr J McIntosh-Park, it was unanimously resolved that:
a) The Chairman and Clerk authorise the following changes:
b) Signatories to be Cllr B Ennis, Cllr K Thinnesen, Cllr I Cooke and Cllr M Hetherington.  Any two from four to sign together. 

60/26 Councillor reports 
1. Cllr Cooke had reported a missing drain cover to Cumberland Council who had replied that it belongs to BT.
2. A number of complaints had been raised regarding the erection of new greenhouses on the Blomfields’ site.  These were mainly around working hours outside of those agreed under the traffic management plan, noise, lack of dust control, no boundary fence, plant machinery using a temporary access point which crosses the cycle path, concerns for children on pushbikes especially during the school holidays, mud being left on footpaths, blue and white mandatory traffic signs being ignored by vehicles associated with the site. The Clerk was asked to collate all the complaints and to write to the planning department and environmental health at Cumberland Council and to cc Cllr G Troughton in to the correspondence.
3. Cllr Hetherington brought the council up to speed with her ongoing liaison with various bodies regarding the bus stop being relocated.  It was agreed that she should raise the matter with Cllr G Troughton and request a Safety Survey.
4. Cllr Ennis noted that the new speed limit signs had not yet arrived and asked the clerk to ascertain from Cumberland Council whether the new seats (five in total) had been gifted to the Parish Council, if so, the clerk to add them to the council’s insurance policy.
5. The Clerk was asked to request salt bins for the village as there are currently none, and to copy Cllr G Troughton into the correspondence.
6. The chairman reported that Mrs Ruth Barwise was disappointed to find that grass seed had been planted in the wildflower garden.  She had subsequently emailed Callum Banks at Cumberland Council about the matter and wishes the Parish Council to be aware of the emails.
61/26 Correspondence 
Nothing new this month.



62/26 Planning
The following planning application was considered:
Demolition of existing stables and agricultural storage buildings and erection of replacement stables and agricultural storage and cladding of shipping container with green profile sheets on land to south of telecom mast, Mill Hill Lonning, Lowca – no observations or objections.
Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 6.30pm. 
The meeting closed at 8.01pm



Signed____________________________ Chairman      Date ____________________
