LOWCA PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on Tuesday 8th September 2026 
at 6.30pm in Lowca Village Hall. 
Present:  Councillors  B Ennis, T Milligan, M Branney, M Hetherington, and A Stamper. Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk was also in attendance.

Cllr B. Ennis in the Chair

63/26 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs K Thinnesen, H Thinnesen, I Cooke and J McIntosh-Park
64/26 Declarations of interest – There were none.
65/26 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr T, Millian seconded by Cllr M Branney the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th July 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman.

66/26 Public Participation
No members of the public were in attendance.

69/26 Police Matters – The constabulary newsletter had been circueated to councillors via email.

70/26 Matters arising from the Minutes not included on the Agenda 
i. Cllr K Thinnesen had contacted the Sellafield Education Department who required more information about the memorial to the Miners.  It was agreed, as time is getting on, that Cllr Milligan will attend to the matter himself.
ii. Inpost Locker would insist on the locker being sited to the rear of the building as it will require its own barriers to be installed.
iii. Cllr K Tinnesen had emailed Geoff Fewkes and the Cumberland Councillor about the issues on footpath No 413012 but no reply had been received from either so far.

71/26 Matters concerning Cumberland Councillor 
i. There had been no response to the request to attach Christmas lights to a lamp-post.
ii. The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Troughon about the possibility of attaching a new defibrillator to a lamp-post, as had been done successfully at Low Moresby. 
iii. Clerk to also ask whether there was any confirmation that the top road has been added to the gritting list for next season and to request that the grit bins be cleaned out and filled with new grit as the old grit is now compacted and unusable.
iv. Cllr Hetherington was awaiting a response to her email about the bus stop, especially in relation to safety concerns.

72/26 Play Park Update 
The Fun Day raised a total of £1014.10 after expenses which was sent to the Parish Council Account on the 7th August 2026 to be allocated for the playpark. A spread sheet of costs was provided.
Funding of £1250, had made it possible to run this event, and sales of games, raffle prizes and tickets enabled it to make a profit. It was recognised that rwithout funding event would have made nothing as the cost to run the event came to around £1065. 
£220 was paid in cash to the bands out of the funds raised,
The parish council was asked to allocate £220 to the next event and to agree that the unused portion of the £1250 funding also be allocated to the next event, making a total of £385.15.  This was proposed by Cllr Hetherington and seconded by Cllr Branney and unanimously approved.
The organisers wished to minute that the event was a success and could not have taken place if it wasn’t for the amazing efforts of everyone who helped to run it; the suppliers, funders and the members of the public who bought tickets and took part, all of which was greatly appreciated.
Cllr K Thinnesen had engaged with Cumberland Council’s Open Spaces team regarding planning the park, however, this has been held up by staff absences. Potential funding is available through Walk Wheel Cycle Trust for the footpath leading to the playpark, nothing set in stone yet.
A Halloween party for the 1st of November at the Village Hall for the children of Lowca, was approved. The Halloween party will be ticketed at £5 to cover the cost per head of food, drink and games which will be included.
73/26 Millennium Garden Update
Cllr Hetherington reported that the initial bid for funding from BEC was turned down as it was not deemed to be for a new play park.  Emma Williamson will go through the bid with her to try to secure funding in the next round.  It was noted that the Robin Rigg Community Windfarm Fund opened for bids on 1st September. 
The Village Hall Committee had paid £1500.00 for garden tidying, including the large bush which will need more maintenance work as it is getting too ungainly.  The Village Hall had received one quote of £500/cut for maintenance cuts to have the hedges cut back and the area weeded. The Village Hall Committee would like the Parish Council to contribute financially towards this.  It was agreed that three quotes would be required before the Council could consider this and the matter would be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting.  
Gates were still being left open by members of the public.
Cllr Hetherington imagined wooden play equipment with bark beneath and had found a company that will design the play area for free.  Once the plan is drawn up, quotes will be sought for installation and Copeland Community Fund will be approached for a grant.

74/26 War and Miners’ Memorial Update
i. The monumental masons expect to complete the work in September. 
ii. Cllr Milligan is to install the truck himself, using a tele-lifter, with some assistance from Cllr Ennis.

75/26 Report from Village Hall Committee

No report had been received.  Clerk to write again raising the questions previously asked  but  not answered.
76/26 Defibrillator:  
Cllr Ennis forwarded to the Clerk photographs of a defibrillator installed at Low Moresby, which is attached to a post beside a lamp-post.  Cllr Hetherington is to identify a Cumberland Council owned lamppost suitable for such an installation, and the Clerk is to ask Cumberland Council for the appropriate permissions. 

77/26 Resilience Plan
Due to the number of apologies for this meeting, it was agreed that the matter be held over until the next meeting.

78/26 Clerk’s Report
1. The Clerk reported the new website was up and running and up to date as far as possible.  The email addresses for all councillors would be available shortly

79/26 Financial matters
Accounts for Payment	
The following accounts were approved for payment:
Rev’d J Morgan – salary and expenses				£318.91
HMRC – PAYE							£  73.00
80/26 Councillor reports 
i. It was noted that Blomfields had been working outside of their agreed hours and that approx. 20 concrete blocks had been placed near the pylon.  Residents had reported that it was depressing walking past the area where the developments are happening as a once green landscape had been turned to an unattractive brown.
ii. Cllr Milligan asked that the contaminated land at the old Tar Plant be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting, for discussion.
iii. Cllr Ennis reported that he had received a number of complaints about the lack of content of the last Lowca Lowdown and the glossy format in which it was produced, and commented that very few people had been involved in its distribution.  It was agreed that there would not be a Lowdown for October publication but, instead, a redesign would be discussed and a delivery list produced.
81/26 Correspondence 
Nothing new this month.
82/26 Planning
Nothing new this month.
Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday 13th October 2026 at 6.30pm. 
The meeting closed at 7.33pm



Signed____________________________ Chairman      Date ____________________
