LOWCA PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 
at 6.30pm in Lowca Village Hall. 
Present:  Councillors K Thinnesen, B Ennis, A Stamper, T Milligan, H Thinnesen and I Cooke. Cumberland Councillors G Troughton and J Gayouba, Rev’d Judith Morgan and three members of the public were also in attendance.

29/26 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M Branney, M Hetherington and J Mackintosh-Park.
30/26 Minutes
i. On the proposal of Cllr K Thinnesen, seconded by Cllr B Ennis the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th May 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman.
ii. Cllr Ennis raised an objection to the wording of Minute No 24/26 and the Clerk agreed to rework the wording and bring the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th May to the next meeting for approval.

31/26 Declarations of interest – There were none.
32/26 Public Participation
The members of the public raised concerns that, following the recent roadworks, the boulders had not been replaced at the entrances to the cycle track and this led to concerns that the track, now significantly widened, might be used for four wheeled vehicles.  Cllr K Thinnesen stated that the contractors had promised to complete all outstanding works ahead of the ribbon cutting event scheduled for the coming Saturday and she would convey this to them along with a number of other incomplete aspects of the works.

33/26 Police Matters – The constabulary newsletter had been circulated to councillors via email.

34/26 Matters arising from the Minutes not included on the Agenda
The clerk reported that she had received an email from Susan Stuart, Clerk to Parton and Moresby P Cs asking that Mr John Beck from Moresby PC attend the next meeting to discuss the way forward for the three PCs working together on matters of common concern or interest.  This was agreed.

35/26 Matters concerning Cumberland Councillor 
i. Cllr Troughton thanked the Parish Council for the way it had handled liaison with the roadworks recently.  There remained a few snagging issues, including the re-siting of the boulders at the Foundry Road entrance to the cycleway.  Cllr Troughton had attended a meeting with the contractors and Mr and Mrs Barwise and the positions for the re-siting of the coal waggon planters had been agreed, The village gateway entry signs were not yet in place and the signs showing the route of the cycle path need to be renewed and repositioned as the route has been altered. The pavement from the village to the church still needs to be cut back as it is overgrown with grass.
Cllr Cooke stated that a new mini chicane had been created with no signage to indicate its presence other than a temporary ‘give way’ sign and other road markings were still incomplete.
The three benches had not been put in place.
Compensation had been offered to the Barwises as the Platinum Garden had been completely destroyed and the verges will be planted up with wildflowers away from the sight lines.
Members of the Parish Council were invited to the Ribbon Cutting at 12 noon on Saturday 13th June – Cllr Ennis agreed to attend.
Cllr Troughton said that she had a meeting with her contact person at County Highways shortly and would bring up these matters at that meeting.
ii. There was some discussion of buses through Lowca and it was noted that the 1 and 1A routes miss Lowca out completely.  The 29 bus is currently stopping at the end of the road opposite the Rugby club junction on the Main Road and not using the authorised bus stop at all.  There is a second bus stop by Micklam Cottages.  Cllr Troughton agreed to take these issues up and to ask that the bus stops be properly marked up.
iii. Cllr Troughton said that she thought the 20mph through Lowca had already been approved but had since discovered that it has not been and she will continue to push for this.
36/26 Play Park Update
Cllr K Thinnesen reported that once all grant money has been received there will be £75,000 in the pot towards the cost of new play equipment.
She asked the council’s permission to use £1250 received recently in grants (£250 from the Cumberland and £1000 from Unite the Union) to put on a Lowca Fun Day on 1st August, in the Village Hall.  The event would be ticketed, maximum of 80 tickets, £12 per adult, £8 per child and would give access to the event which would run from 12 noon until 8pm incorporating five live music acts, a DJ and food, cake stall and various other stalls, face painting, hook-a-duck and bouncy castles.  A Temporary Events Notice had been applied for so that alcohol can be served and two security staff will be on site.  Stall holders would pay £20 each. On the proposal of Cllr H Thinnesen, seconded by Cllr B Ennis this was approved.
37/26 Millennium Garden Update
Cllr Hetherington was liaising with Sally Scales from the Copeland Community Fund with a view to working up a big project incorporating a community garden and play equipment. In the meantime, the Village Hall Committee will pay to have the grass, bushes and trees tidied up.
38/26 War and Miners’ Memorial Update
i. Cllr Milligan reported that he is waiting for the monumental masons to complete the inscription of the two new names on the war memorial.

ii. Cllr Milligan informed the council that 9th December 2026 would mark the 80th anniversary of the No 10 pit explosion and he hoped that the Miners’ memorial would be ready before that date – a large tub on railway lines and a sandstone plinth, suitably inscribed, under glass – which would be a memorial to all Lowca miners killed in the pits.  Cllr Troughton informed the meeting that St Bridgets’ Church is also looking to mark the 80th anniversary in some way.
It was agreed that a new edition of the Lowca Lowdown would be needed shortly.  Councillors to send articles for inclusion to the clerk.

39/26 Report from Village Hall Committee
Sally Scales from the Copeland Community Fund had visited and suggested the Hall needs an energy audit survey which can be arranged via Action for Communities in Cumbria (ACT). Sally had suggested the Village Hall Committee goes for the Big Fund which will enable surveys to be carried out.
It was noted that the Parish Council is the Custodian Trustee of the Village Hall.  The Chairman is to send the Charity Commission documentation to the Clerk who will ask ACT for advice on the role of a Custodian Trustee.
Inpost Parcels had approached the Village Hall Committee for a parcel locker on an outside wall of the Village Hall.  This would cost around £300 for the electricity and generate an income of £1100 per year.  Cllr K Thinnesen to ask a representative of Inpost to visit to discuss siting of the locker and either Cllr K Thinnesen or Cllr B Ennis would meet with them on site.
Defibrillator:  Given that there would be electricity to the outside of the building for the inpost facility the possibility of siting a defibrillator on the outside of the building was discussed.  It was noted that Cllr Mackintosh-Park had had an encouraging telephone conversation with Home Group’s Head Office regarding the possible siting of a defibrillator on a lamppost but no response to two follow up emails, and Cllr Troughton suggested it might be sited on a Cumberland Council lamppost.  Cllr Ennis undertook to find an appropriate CC lamppost to request this for. 
It was further noted that the defibrillator which had been stored inside the village hall had been returned to the Heart Screen Foundation which had supplied it.
40/26 Clerk’s Report
1. The Clerk reported that it had not been possible to link the existing website to a similar suffix. There had been some publishing issues with the website lately, which the clerk had not been able to resolve but Parish Online could provide a new website, for an annual charge.  Parish Councillors will also be required to have gov.uk emails specifically for their PC business in future, and Parish Online can provide those as well, for an annual charge.  The Clerk had been asked to look at what was available, with costs, and report back.  A package of just councillor emails would cost £250 per year and a package of councillor emails plus a new website would cost £250 in the first year and £350 annually thereafter.  On the proposal of Cllr K Thinnesen, seconded by Cllr B Ennis, it was unanimously agreed that the website plus emails package be purchased.  Clerk to attend to this.
2. The clerk reported that the Lowca/Parton footbridge is currently included in the Lowca PC insurance policy for a total sum insured of £32,860.83.  The clerk was asked to ascertain how much is paid annually to insure the bridge and to request 50% of this cost from Parton PC, in keeping with a long-standing agreement between the two parish councils.

41/26 Financial matters
i. Accounts for Payment	
The following accounts were approved for payment:
Rev’d J Morgan – salary and expenses				£278.15
HMRC – PAYE							£  61.20
Information Commissioner (Annual Fee ) 			£  52.00
ii. Bank Signatories
     The clerk had discovered that the following four people were signatories on the account: Mercia Oliver, Stephen Southwell, Stuart McNee and Ruth Barwise.  All four had agreed to sign the appropriate documents to release them from this duty.  Clerk to source the document from the HSBC bank.  Cllr K Thinnesen to obtain signatures.
42/26 Councillor reports 
1. It was agreed that some negative comments be removed from the Council’s Facebook page and that agitators should be banned from the page at the admin’s discretion as the page primarily exists to disseminate information to the community.
2. There was discussion of the roadwork contractors using the village hall car park as a place to store rubbish and equipment and it was noted that no permission had been sought for this or granted.  The car park had been levelled once the equipment had been removed.
3. It was noted that the Lowca Estates are to put the foreshore up for sale on 16th July 2026.

43/26 Correspondence 
Nothing new this month.
44/26 Planning
Nothing this month.
Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 6.30pm. 
The meeting closed at 7.55pm



Signed____________________________ Chairman      Date ____________________
